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BCC Student 
Goes to NASA 
Ericka Braham, a biology major at 
Bronx Community College, spent six 
weeks of her summer at the Kennedy 
Space Center gaining "hands-on" experi-
ence in the space-oriented life sciences 
field. She joined 23 other college students 
in putting together a Space Shuttle ex-
periement launched July 29th on the 29th 
flight of the Space Transportation System. 
Eighty-two self-contained corn and 
sunflower plants, housed in a sealed 
aluminum container, were prepared by the 
students and sent into orbit aboard the 
Space Shuttle Challenger's mid-deck. 
These plants were grown in potting soil, 
spun rock (a fiber glass material) and a 
type of filter paper to determine the best 
growing medium for plants in zero-grav-
ity. Another goal of this experiment is to 
determine the right amount of moisture in 
the soil to provide the best orientation for 
roots. Plant roots tend to grow up in 
weightlessness rather than down into the 
soil. 
The sophomore through senior year col-
lege students, who are consjdering space 
sciences as a career option, participated 
in the pilot year of NASA's Space Life 
Sciences Training Program while gaining 
five college credits. 
Braham, born in Jamaica W.I., is the 
daugher of Mr. and Mrs. G.l. Braham of 
Hicks St. in the Bronx. 
Here she talks about her experience. 
The day officially begins at 9:00 a.m. 
in a typical classroom setting at the Ken-
nedy Space Center. This , of course , was 
preceeded by s sturdy breakfast at the 
U.C.F. Cafe (University of Central 
Florida) and a minibus ride that lasted an 
hour and a half. This breakfast is neces~ary 
because the two solid hours of lecture de-
mands all the concentration one can mus-
ter. 
After the lectures we are taken on excit-
ing tours of the KSC facilities and Cape 
Canveral base. This, in itself, is an educa-
tional experience which ~timulates our 
imaginations as well as our curiosity. 
An hour lunch break prepares us for the 
second half of the day which is spent in 
the laboratories in Hanger-L at Cape 
Canaveral. This specific location is the 
building where the I st space shuttle, the 
"Gemini" was kept and is linked w,ith 
happening of World War Two. 
Lab work gets under way by I p.m. 
and continues until 4:00p.m. By 4:30 we 
are taken back to the base . At U.C.F. we 
are provided with a hearty dinner , a lecture 
and social interaction with the astronauts. 
Movies provide relaxation, an appropriate 
conclusion to a well spent day. 
BRONX COMMUNITY COLLEGE CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER OF-
FERS MEALS FOR CHILDREN 
A child care food program is being offered by the Bronx Community College Child 
Development Center, providing meals and snacks for seventy children attending the 
Center and School Age Program at 2205 Sedgwick Avenue and the Gould Student 
Center. . 
The program is funded by the United States Department of Agriculture, without 
regard to race, sex, handicap, color, or national origin . 
You are invited to the Freshman Mixer 
on 
October 2 
Room 207 (GSC) 
2 to 6 p.m . 
Free Gifts and Refreshments 
Music by W.B .L.S. 
Message from SGA President 
The Old Saying goes ·'we are all the same 
under the skin' ' . This sentiment was rein-
forced by the late Haile Salassie, when in 
1965 as the Emperor of Ethoiopia (The 
only African country that was never col-
onized), he spoke out agianst Aparthied, 
"Until the color of a man 's skin is no 
more significant than the color of his eyes , 
and until the philosophy that holds one 
Jllan superior and another inferior is finally 
and permanently discredited and aban-
doned, and until there are no longer first 
class nor second class citizens of any na-
tion, and until the ignoble and unhappy 
regime which holds our brothers and sis-
ters in sub-human bondage in South Africa 
is . totally destroyed and the system of 
Apartheid is wiped from the face of the 
earth , there shall be war. " 
The screens of our T.V. sets were 
painted red this summer with the blood of 
Black South Africans being slaughtered 
by White South Afrikaan police . Their 
crime? Desiring to be human beings They 
were shot down (and still are being mur-
dered) for demanding the right to vote , 
the right for self determination, the right 
to an education and the right to do all the 
things we here in the U.S.A. take for 
granted. In fact, those are the exact same 
·things Black-Americans struggled for dUr-
ing the 1960's. Reminiscent of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.'s dream. 
This year the Student Government As-
sociation of B .C .C . will make Apartheid 
a top priority. Striving at all levels to edu-
cate the students with every bit of informa-
tion on the subject of South Africa. Last 
year the S .G.A. focused on the plight of 
the struggles against hunger and starvation 
in Ethiopia and other sub-Saharan areas, 
Editorial 
The S.G.A. along with other college 
offices and organizations (including the 
Theater Workshop, The African Carib-
bean Club. the office of the President of 
the college) raised approximately 
$ 12 ,000, the highest in the entire 
C.U .N.Y. 2 & 4 year colleges. 
This year with a totally new elected 
membership (excepting the President) we 
are not trying to raise money , instead we 
are going to try to raise consciousness on 
the part of the B.C.C. community. 
On behalf of the entire S.G.A. I wel-
come you ail back to B .C.C . , hoping your 
summer was a productive one. To the in-
coming B .C.C . Freshmen we encourage 
you to fully utilize all the splendid 
facilities and services provided by the col-
lege. Getting involved with B .C.C. will 
most undoubtedly make your B.C.C. ex-
perience a most rewarding one. 
I urge you to get involved in the S.G.A . 
or one of the many Clubs here . We are 
always seeking NEW TALENTS . 
Injustice of Apartheid 
by Daseta Gray 
I am aware of the problems we face in 
America, but I think we should take some 
time to look at the plight our fellow human 
beings are going through in South Africa. 
It grieves me when I walk across cam-
pus and hear students not knowing the 
meaning of the word Apartheid. I agree 
that it's a new word to our vocabulary, 
but such cruelity accompanies it that we 
should all be aware of it's meaing. I am 
not an expert on the subject, but I will 
attempt to give a basic idea of what Apar-
theid means. 
Three quarters of the people who live 
in South Africa are Black. Under the Apar-
Continued on p. 6 
- Pretoria arrested 800 children this week. 
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Frotn the President 
It gives me a great deal of pleasure each 
new school year to welcome both return-
ing and new students to campus for the 
1985-86 academic year. 
Our college is a community , a micro-
cosm of the population of the Bronx . As 
a community, we expect everyone in it , 
students, staff, faculty and administration, 
to work together to help the College 
achieve its purpose-na mely , first-class, 
qualtiy education for all students. 
A community functions well only if all 
its members participate actively·. sharing-
in the work and play. 1 encourage you _ _to 
study hard ,- use the Library and Learning 
Center, and consult often with coun'selors 
and faculty. I invite you to attend the many 
concerts and lectures on campus, to par-
ticipate in the athletic programs, to join 
in the activities of the clubs that have been 
formed by our students, and to participate 
in the student government. By participat-
ing on all these levels , you will not only 
profit more from your college experience, 
but also will help BCC to be a oetterplace. 
In addition to the structured re.Iation-
ships you will develop in the classrooms 
and organized extracurricular activities, 
you will come to see yourselves as we all 
do--as delegates to this United Nations 
of the Bronx . As such, you too will have 
the opportunity to interact with faculty, 
staff, antl students from diverse back-
grounds and w'ith a tremendously varied 
ange of interests· and expertise. I urge you 
to seize thi s opportunity to deepen your 
understanding of and appreciation for the 
cultures and experiences of others, and to 
exchange information and perspectives. 
Welcome ·to all of you and my personal 
b~st wishes for a successful school year . 
BCC Launches Project PREP 
The U.S ; Departm~nt of Energy has 
launchc;d a new program with a $14,000 
grant. tp increase the interest of females 
and minority high school_ students in pur-
suing 'engineering careers. 
The Pre-Freshman Engineerln.g Prog-
ram , known as ·Project PREP, called for 
50 specially selected high school students 
to participate in a five,week intensive 
summer ~es.sion at Bronx Community Col-
lege. 
" They receive motivational, enrich-
ment and SUpP,Ort.ive courses, as well as 
computer experience and information 
about engineering careers," said Prof. 
Miroslav Todorovich · (Physics) who is 
ProjectPREP Director ., · 
Students receive scholarship stipends 
through the NYC Board of Education. 
The enrichment component of the prog-
ram· included field trips to businesses and 
industries in \Vhich engineering careers are 
relevant. The job component provides par-
ticipants with work exprience in 
laboratories, libraries and the computer 
center. 
Con Edison has contributed $3,000 to 
the Bronx Community College Founda-
tion in support of Project PREP. Part of 
this will be used to sponsor an Engineering 
Day this fall to introduce an add itional 
200 students to ·engineering careers. 
"Good friends 
don't let good friends 
smoke cigarenes:' 
· Larry Hagman 
Cigarettes aren't good for your friends. 
Adopt· a friend who smokes and help ·em quit 
· · today. You 'll both be glad tomorrow. I . . . . 
,~CANcER-SOCElY' 
Frotn the Dean 
It is with great pleasure that I welcome 
you to Bronx Community College and all 
the challenges and enjoyments of a college 
education. To make the most of your col-
lege experience, you will need to explore 
and use all facets of Bronx Community 
College . Services, programs and activities 
on campus are crucial parts of the Col-
lege 's educational offering. They function 
because students take the initiative to 
utilize them. 
I hope you will use your time wisely . 
Given the many responsibilities BCC stu-
Hall of Fame 
The Hall of Fame for Great Americans 
reopened to the public with a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony on June 28. 
This world-famous national landmark 
on the Bronx Community College cam-
pus , designed by Stanford White , origi -
nally opened in 1901. The first Hall of 
Fame, it was designed to honor histori-
cally significant American men and 
women. 
Bronx Borough President Stanley 
Simon , Congressmen Mario Biaggi and 
Robert Garcia , and Mrs. Theodore Kheel, 
Commission Chairperson of the New York 
State Office of Parks , Recreation and His-
toric Preservation , shared ribbon-cutting 
honors with Bronx Community College 
I 
dents have , the greatest concern of stu-
dents is the necessity of effective use of 
time to attend classes, complete assign-
ments, study for exams and reflect on 
material read and discussed. 
Please · become involved in activities 
and offer suggestions on how these ser-
vices can serve your needs better. The 
nonclassroom part of college life has the 
potential for being as valuable as the class-
room experiences . 
My sincerest best wishes for a produc-
tive academic year! 
Dean of Acaoemic Affairs Carl J. 
Polowczyk . 
Plans are currentl y under way for ex-
pansion which will include exhibits , lec-
tures and performances of historical and 
contemprary interest , 
Keynote speaker was Vartan Gregorian, 
President of the New York Public Library. 
" It is gratifying to return the Hall of 
Fame to the people of the Bronx and the 
City of New York," said Dr. Roscoe C. 
Brown , Jr. "We will not allow the cultural 
and educational potential of our national 
landmark to be wasted, " he said. 
The Hall of Fame had been closed for 
renovation for two years. With a $2 mil-
lion allotment from the New York State 
Dormitory Authority, the . colonnade u'l-
derwent extensive repair and restoration. .. . . . 
> I •, ~. ' ~ \ ~ '\ ' •. ~ 'I 'r t • 
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EDUCATION 
BlAGG I ANNOUNCES AVAILABILITY OF NEWEST FEDERAL FUNDS 
U.S. Rep. Mario Biaggi (D-Bronx/ 
Yonkers) today announced the availability 
of the newest federal funds for which his 
constituents can apply. Listed below is a 
brief description of the latest funds avail-
able, along with an information contact 
for persons or groups interested in apply-
ing. 
Education Improvement Program -
Funding is now available for nationally 
significant projects designed to improve 
the quality of teaching and instruction in 
mathematics, science , computer learning, 
and critical foreign languages at the 
elementary and secondary school levels. 
Eligible applicants include State educa-
tional agencies, local educational agen-
cies, institutions of higher learning, and 
non-profit organizations such as 
museums, libraries , educational television 
stations, and professional associations. 
The application deadline for this program 
is October 29 , 1985. For additional infor-
mation or to receive an application please 
contact: Patricia Alexander. Office of the 
Secretary . U.S. Department of Education , 
400 Maryland Ave ., SW. Room 4010 , 
Washington , D .C. 120202 . The telephone 
number is (202) 472-1762. 
Pre-Freshman Engineering Program -
The intent of this program is to increase 
the number of engineers who graduate 
from college. This goal will be ac-
complished by preparing high school stu-
dents for, and guiding them in, the selec-
tion of college-preparatory courses in sci-
ence and future manpower shortages in 
the field of engineering. This program, 
PREP, will alleviate these shortages and 
assure an adequate supply of manpower 
for the accomplishment of energy research 
and development programs . Eligible edu-
cational institutions include those which 
grant engineering degrees at the bac-
calaureate level or from institutions which 
have a formal dual-degree pre-engineering 
program with institutions granting en-
gineering degrees at the baccalaureate 
level. Other institutions interested in par-
ticipating in PREP may do so through 
cooperative projects with engineering de-
gree-granting institutions. The application 
deadline is October 30, 1985. 
For additional information or to receive 
an application please contact: Mr. J.D . 
burleson, Contracting Officer, Procure-
ment and Contracts Division, Oak Ridge 
Operations , Dept. of Energy, Oak Ridge, 
TN 37831. The telephone number is (615) 
576-0794 . Application forms may also be 
obtained by contacting: Division of Uni-
versity and Industry Programs , ER-44, 
Office of Field Operations Management, 
Office of Energy Research. Dept. of 
Energy. 1000 Independence Ave., SW. 
Washington, D.C. 20585. The telephone 
number is (202) 252-1634. 
Research Scholarships 
Washington , D.C.-The Scholarship Research Institute of Washington , D.C. , an or-
ganization specializing in aiding students and their parents in their efforts to locate 
funds for college, is itself offering (3) $1000 scholarships. This represents their third 
annual offering., Applicants must meet the following minimum criteria: 
-undergraduate 
-fulltime student 
---G.P.A. of 2.0 or above 
For application and information, students should send a self addressed stamped 
envelope to: 
Scholarship Resarch Institute 
P.O. Box 50157 
Washington, D.C. 20004 
The deadline for applications is December 16, 1985. Awardees will be notified by 
January 30, 1986. · 
Recipients will be selected based upon their academic performance, leadership 
abilities, college and community activities. 
These awards are for the Spring semester of the 1985-86 school year and may be 
used for any expenses related directly or indirectly to the pursuance of any academic 
major at the undergraduate level. 
Dr. JoeL. Rempson, New Associate Dean of Academic Affairs 
Expert Warns of Need 
To Teach Poor Children 
By FRED M. HECIUNGER 
ECONOMIC and social disaster may be In store for this coun-try if schools and colleges fail to educate "hard to teach" 
students, a leading expert in demo-
graphics has warned. 
The researcher, Harold L. Hodg-
kinson, a senior fellow at the Institute 
for Educational Leadership, a non-
profit center for policy analysis in 
Washington, reached this conclusion 
after studying the projected growth in 
the number of American children liv-
Ing in poverty and of nonwhite mi-
norities. · 
"Their numbers are now so large 
that If they do not succeed, all of us 
will have diminished futures," Mr. 
Hodgkinson warns in a report, "All 
One System," that was prepared for 
the institute. 
The report warns that for the first 
time in decades, because of a shrink-
ing proportion of young people in the 
population, schools, colleges, employ-
ers and the military will no longer be 
able simply to replace poor perform-
ers. Th1s will call for more invest-
ment to help more young people per-
form well. The country will have to 
take better care of its children. 
Mr. Hodgkinson insists that all 
levels of education, from early child-
hood to graduate school and beyond, 
must realize that they are part of a 
chain. "In business," he says, "when 
Sales does well, Research and Devel-
opment cheers, and vice versa." But 
"when elementary reading scores in 
big city schools go up," he adds, "uni-
-versity people do little cheering, even 
though it would be in their self-inter-
est to do so." 
He says he takes comfort from the 
entry of greater numbers of blacks 
into the middle class, indicated both 
by a substantial Increase In elected 
black officials and the move of black 
families to the suburbs. But he adds 
that lie is alarmed by the sharp rise In 
the number of chlldren, black and 
white, born Into poverty. 
Of every 100 chlldren born today, 
the report says, 12 will be born out of 
wedlock; 40 to parents who divorce 
before the child Is 18 years old; five to 
parents who separate, and two to par-
ents of whom one will die before the 
chlld reaches 18. Only 41 will reach 18 
under what used to be thought of as 
normal family conditions. 
Every day, 40 teen-age girls give 
birth to theil' third child, Mr. Hodg-
kinson adds, and "to be the third child 
of a chlld Is to be very much at risk." 
Many of these babies, and others born 
In poverty, are premature and of low 
birth weight, which, Mr. Hodgkinson 
says, is a good predictor of learning 
difficulties. About 700,000 of the 3.3 
million babies born each year in this 
country "are almost assured of being 
either educationally retarded or diffi-
cult to teach." 
The percentage of children living In 
poverty fell sharply from 1959 to 1969 
and remained static In the next 10 
years; from 1979 to 1983 their num-
bers grew by 3. 7 million, to the high-
est percentage In 21 years. A child 
under 6, says Mr. Hodgkinson, today 
Is six times more likely to be poor 
than a person over 65. 
After decades of decline In the num-
ber of school dropouts, In the 1980's 
the rate has Increased. 
• • • In higher education, Mr. Hodgkln-
!1011 projects, scientists and engineers 
will be In demand, but discrimination 
rematne. Of those with science and 
eagineerina doctorates, one In eight Is 
a woman, and 1.3 pen:ent.are black. 
By contrast, 7.7 percent are of Asian 
descent, a group that makes up only 
Tom Bloom 
1.5 percent of the population. In part 
because. of the failure of enough 
American-born students to qualify, 43 
percent of all graduate engineering 
students in this country and 36 per-
cent in mathemljltics and computer 
science are foreign students. 
Students of Asian descent consti-
tute an increasing share of the mi-
norities at leading universities. For 
example, the increase in students of 
Asian descent is largely responsible 
for the fact that only 56 percent of the 
1984 freshman class at the University 
of California at Berkeley were white. 
Ten years ago, when Harvard's enter-
ing students were selected from the 
top third of applicants, minorities 
amounted to 10 percent of the enroll-
ment; In last year's freshman class, 
selected from the top sixth, minori-
ties constituted 20 percent. In other 
words, Harvard has d<iubled its mi-
nority enrollment while becoming 
twice as selective. 
But Mr. Hodgkinson warns that 
what is true of "blue chlp" colleges 
will not save the great number of 
lesser campuses from declining num-
bers of applicants. Most colleges, he 
predicts, will be affected by three 
developments: a shrinkln8 popula-
tion of young people from which to 
draw students; more high school 
dropouts; and an apparent decline in 
the number of black students apply-
ing to college, probably for financial 
reasons and because of poor job pros-
pects and faulty high schoolli. 
• • • 
The high school reform movement, 
Mr. Hodgkinson says, has toughened 
requirements without providing cor-
responding help for students who can-
not make it under the new rules. He 
found that while most states had stiff-
ened academic standards, few of-
fered plans and money to help stu-
dents meet these new demands. 
Eliminating low achievers from the 
high schools, he warns, makes no eco-
nomic sense: every youth who gradu-
ates becomes a "net gain" to the 
state, :while every dropout threatens 
to be a "net loss." 
Colleges are similarly affected. Un-
less they help schools reduce drop. 
outs, they will have fewer students. 
For the next 15 years at least, Mr. 
Hoctpt_.. says, t!ducators will have 
to work harder with the limited num-
ber of ·yuuna people. Young people 
will simply not be a dlliposable com-
modity. ~ task, he concludes, will 
be "not to lower the standards but to 
lncrRae the effort ... 
{Reprinted from the New York Times] 
Parallels to Apartheid 
In Northern Ireland there is an active 
movement calling for Solidarity with 
Southern Africa. The Northern Irish Cath-
olics are deeply empathetic to the plight 
of Blacks in South Africa. 
David Kitson, a former political pris-
oner , who was released in May after serv-
ing 20 years in a South African jail , told 
anti -apartheid activits in Dublin, "Free-
dom in South Africa will come through the 
muzzle of an AK-47." 
The chairman of the Irish anti-apartheid 
movement, Kadar Asmal, introduced the 
concept of Irish Solidarity with South Af-
rica. 
murdered , tortured, and imprisoned ,daily 
with the blessing of the British Govern-
ment. Yet any retaliation by the Irish Cath-
olics are viewed as terrorist acts. 
It is bad enough that America barely 
acknowledges the crimes in South Africa, 
but they totall y ignore the war in Ireland. 
The United States refuses to intervene in 
Northern Ireland in fear that they will 
make an enemy in England . The United 
States is quick to intervene in another 
countries politics , as long as there are no 
enemies to be made. Yet they are blind 
to the crimes of England. So the battle 
will draw on . There will be more hunger 
October 1985 
Looking Back 
--On December 16, 1838 the battle of 
Blood River was fought and the Boers 
defeated the Zulus. 
-The Spaniards were finally expelled 
froin Jamaica in 1660. 
-In 1791 the slaves in St. Dominque 
(now Haiti) rose in revolt against their 
master with Toussaint as commander. 
-Harry S. Truman, 33rd president of 
U.S.A. was born in LimmarMo. in 1884 
(March). 
-The first permenent English settlement 
in America was established at Jamestown, 
Va. in 1607 . 
--Clara Barton organized the American 
Red Cross in 188 1. 
-British Parliament abolished slave trade 
in March 1807. 
-1634 English Catholics settle at Saint 
Marys , in Maryland. 
-1644 Indians massacre 300 colonists in 
Virginia. 
-1750 the first theater was opened in 
New York. 
-1649 Iroguois massacre of Huron In-
dians. 
-1854 Slavery was abolished in New 
Zealand. 
-1610 Lwon, Nicaragua, was established 
at the present site. 
-In 1957 the army took control of Hai ti . 
Marius Shoon. who spent 12 years im-
prisoned with David Kitson and whose 
wife and s ix year old daughter were mur-
dered in a bomb attack by South African 
agents in Angola , drew an analogy be-
tween the oppression of Blacks in South 
Africa and British Imperial ism's oppres-
sion of the Irish people. 
strikes. bombings , killings , and imprison- •-----------------------------------. ment of innocent people who are tryng to 
Currently , there is a virtual outpouring 
of articles, news reports, and media pre-
sentations concerning Apartheid rule in 
South Africa. Apartheid is a system of 
govenment that chooses to separate groups 
of people on the basis of color, religion, 
and political party. 
Most students are ignorant about the 
war in Northern Ire land. Yet, this is one 
of the greatest parallels to Apartheid in 
South Africa that exists in the world today. 
The war in Northern Ireland has been 
raging for hundreds of years. The intensity 
of the batttle has grown over the past few 
decades. Since most people are not famil -
iar with the plight of Northern Ireland . 
thi s article will perhaps over-simplify the 
problem in order to express the basic fac ts 
clearly. 
The English have controlh;d the politics 
and people of Northern Ireland for over 
four hundred years. They control and man-
ipulate the Iri sh Catholics by violence and 
economic restraints. Hundreds are impris-
oned and murdered yearly for voicing 
political opposition to the crown. Yet, the 
only thing we ever hear about in the United 
States is the destruction of buildings in 
downtown London by the Outlawed Pro-
visional Irish Republican Army. The IRA 
is frequently referred to as a terrorist or-
ganization by ignorant parties who are un-
familiar with the actual goings on in 
Northern Ireland . In actuality, the I.R .A. 
are modem day freedom fighters who are 
defending their home and fighting for a 
united Ireland. 
Basically, the English have succeeded 
in turning Irish Catholics against Irish pro-
testents. Irish Catholics consider them-
selves Irish. Protestents consider them-
selves British. The English have manipu-
lated the Irish people to the point where 
there is so much hostility that it is inev it-
able that blood will always be shed. 
The Catholics in Northern Ireland are 
defend themselves and free their land of 
the English oppressors . 
Mi;iny Americans can't understand the 
magnitude of this fight. We hear so little 
about it here that we can't comprehend 
the real problem . Many Americans are 
g iven the impress ion that the Iri sh Repub-
lican Army is a band of murderers who 
are picking on the defense less British 
people. This is a myth that is not dispelled 
by the American Government. America is 
a country whose people should understand 
the plight of the Iri sh people better than 
any other group. We were manipulated by 
the British in our own History. But we 
are a country of ignorant people who are 
content to live our comfortable, unin-
volved lives, while others in foreign coun-
tries are fighting for their lives. We are 
content to ignore the suffering people in 
other countries as long as it doesn't affect 
us directly . While other countries have 
placed cultural and economic sanctions of 
South Africa , America has been slow to 
do the same. If Americans develop an 
awareness of the the events in Northern 
Ireland perhaps we could pressure foreign 
governments into placing the same sanc-
tions against England . This may seem far-
fetched, but just a few years ago the Ra-
c ism that exists in Sputh Africa was un-
known to many of us. Just a few years 
later the system of Apartheid has come to 
international attention. Condemnation of 
this system has been widely voiced. The 
problems in Northern Ireland cannot be 
solved without violence. Just as the prob-
lems in South Africa will probably be sol-
ved with the use of force. Throughout his-
tory , no government has ever given up 
land. Land has to be fought for and taken 
away from the oppressors. This is the only 
answer for Northern Ireland and other na-
tions whose people are being victimized. 
by Nora Flaherty 
Let your fellow students know 
what's on your mind .. .. send 
letters to the Communicator, Room 
306, in Gould Student Center . 
In Memorium 
Professor Bernard Bates 
Professor Bates taught at Bronx Community College since 1968. 
He was the college Ombudsman from 1980-1982 
He died on Sept. 18, 1985 
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Interactions • • • 
by Nora Flaherty 
I'd like to welcome all the incoming 
freshmen to Bronx Community College; 
as well as the students who have "dropped 
back in" after an absence. Academic per-
formance is an important aspect of college 
life. Many of your instructors will encour-
age you to put in a prescribed amount of 
study time for each course. Take heed of 
their suggestions! However, you must re-
member that . one of the goals of this col-
lege is to produce "well rounded" indi-
viduals. Getting involved in school or-
ganizations, sports programs, and clubs, 
helps you to become familiar with the col-
lege facilities ,' faculty members, and your 
fellow students . Below is a list of some 
of the clubs that have been active on cam-
pus in previous semesters. This list is by 
no means complete. In fact, you can start 
a club of your own. For information, con-
tact the I.O .C. (Inter-organizational 
Council) on the fourth floor of Loew Hall 
(Room 418). There you will receive all 
the information regarding club charters, 
budgets, and the like. Please get involved! 
ART CLUB 
AFRICAN-CARIBBEAN CLUB 
BIBLE BELIEVERS CLUB 




DATA PROCESSING CLUB 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 






PUERTO RICAN STUDENT 
MARTIAL ARTS CLUB 
SWIMMING CLUB 
Information about any of these clubs can 
be gotten from the I.O .C. office in Loew 
Hall, Room 418 or at the office of Student 
Activities (Gould Student Center Room 
309). 
The African Caribbean Poetry Theater 
NEW DRAMA: WOMEN IN PRISON, TO BE HOSTED BY THE FAMILY 
The Family Repertory Company will host a new full -length drama written by Pulitzer 
Prize Nominee, Juan Shamsul A lam . "SWEET STUFF", a controversial view about 
women in prison , will be performed September 5th through 27th , on Thursdays , 
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m .. at 9 Second Ave., 4th floor. 
The scenario of this contemporary work , commissioned by the New York State 
Council on the Arts, is the day room of a women's correctional facility, where inmates 
interact in a mixed environment of suport, humor, anxiety, and tension. 
Marie Tousand, accused of killing her child, is tried by fellow inmates , .who uncover 
the truth hidden within Marie's traumatized mind. 
Author Juan Shamsul Alam is an actor and critically acclaimed dramatist whose 
major works include; "VISITS", "BULLPEN", " HAKIM" , "IMPACT", and 
"BENPIRES" nominated for a Pulitzer Prize in 1982. 
"SWEET STUFF", produced by the African Caribbean Poetry Thaler, and directed 
by Nina Laboy, is a work-in-progress. 
The Family Repertory Company, internationally· known for it's interaction with 
correctional fadlities around the world , is located at 9 Second Ave (Cuando bldg.), 
4th floor , near Houston Street , take MIS or M21 bus, or " F" train to Second Ave. 
Ticket contributions are $5. Previews, on September 5th and 6th, are free and open 
to the public . For reservations or information call the African Caribbean Poetry Theater 
at (212) 733-2150. 
This project is partially supported by the Special Arts Services Program and Literature 
Program of the New York State Council on the Arts, by the Greater_ New York Arts 
Development Fund , a program of the National Endowment on the Arts and the New 
York City Department of Cultural Affairs, administered by the Bronx Council on the 
~rts, Inc.. , and by the Friends of the African Caribbean Poetry Theater . 
The African Caribbean Poetry Theater is a non-profit, Bronx based, arts organization, 
and a member of the Bronx Council on the Arts, Inc. 
Attention Advanced Students . 
Are you graduating next year and planning to attend a senior college? 
Do you want first-hand information about programs at CUNY colleges? 
Plan to attend our Transfer Day Program to talk wit~ representatives from 
Baruch, City, Hunter, John Jay, Lehman, Queens, Staten Island, York, and 
Medgar Evers (four-year programs). 
GRADUATES' TRANSFER DAY 
Wednesday, October 9, 1985 
3:00p.m. -6:00p.m. 
GSC 208 
After Transfer Day you must attend a Transfer Workshop for CUNY Applications 
and important information . Workshops will be held in Loew Hall, Room 200 at the 
following times: 
Thursday, October 10, 
Tuesday, October 15, 
Wednesday, October 16 
Thursday, October 17 , 
I :00 p.m. - I :50 p.m. 
9:00a.m. -9:50a.m. 
4:00p.m. -4:50p.m. 
12:00 noon- 12:50 p.m. 
•••••••• 
Evening workshop Wednesday , October 16, 6-6:50 p.m. Loew 313. 
Sign up for workshops in Loew Hall 311. 
Notify Evening Office 
Please be advised that on numerous occasions this past academic year, the Evening 
Office has been beset by persons attempting to locate an activity held on campus in 
the evening, which is not part of any regularly scheduled academic program . These 
activities may range from t.v. courses , seminars, recitals and lectures to community 
and outreach groups who may periodically meet on campus. 
In order for the Evening Office to be as helpful as possible in these diverse activities, 
WE NEED TO BE NOTIFIED. 
Since the Evening Office is the only Administrative Office open on campus at night, 
it is very embarassing to tell someone that we are not aware of the activity. It puts 
the College in poor perspective. Therefore, either a phone call, memo, press release 
or copy of the activity sent to the Evening Office will solve everyone's problem. 
Call: 9-5 P.M. Biology Department · 
Ext. 6122/23 
After 4 P.M . Evening Office 
Ext. 6487/88 
We',.. the best 
Mow In town 
this weekend 
Yeoh, Just hope 
no woodpeckers 
showup 
African al"t on display 




by Daseta Gray 
(Continued from page 1) 
theid system Blacks have no right to any-
thing. There are other ethnic groups; the 
As we begin the new school year I look being tried . The jury is made up of ten Coloureds, Asians, and Indians. Special 
foward to our students getting more in- whites , one black, and one hispanic. The areas are assigned for each group to live 
volved and becoming aware of what is trial will be going on for about three and everyone is classified according to 
going. on, in and out of town. There ar.e months. You may want to give a listening their race . This enables the system to de-
many things happening but we can't seem ear. !ermine who can vote, the type of jobs 
to keep up with them all . There is also the South African issue. they can hold, their salaries, where they 
First, let me say welcome back, and a You may want to keep an eye on the moral can live and where they can go to school. 
special welcome to all the freshmen . I majority leader Jerry Falwel, because Most of the land is reserved for whites. 
would like you to know that you have whatever goes on in South Africa will af- Areas called tribal homelands are set aside 
chosen the correct place to acquire your feet the world. for blacks. These areas are very dry, hilly, 
knowledge. I don't know if you are aware Prime Minister Marsaret Thatcher has and unfarmable . Most blacks have to 
that across the country Black's enrollment made a proposal to recognize an Irish Di- travel away from their homeland to work, 
in colleges have dramatically declined, so . mension to the territory known as North- and often have to leave their families be-
l urge you to keep up the fight and don ' t em Ireland, if, in exchange, the Dublin hind for months. Many Blacks have to 
be a quitter. The educational grants (pell Government recognizes that Northern Ire- work long hours for $2.00 a day while a 
and tap etc .) are being cut and it always land is part of the United Kingdom. It is loaf of bread costs $4.00 . Please close 
affects the poor the most (especially expected that the proposal will be rejectd your eyes for a moment and imagine being 
blacks). by the Dublin Government. denied hospital medical care just because 
I suggest that you spend more time in The staff of the Communicator wishes you are Black and not being able to afford 
the library this semester as opposed to you a great school year. This is our first it otherwise. Imagine being arrested, im-
watching " the soaps" in the T .V. room . issue with a new editor and staff. We hope prisoned , or executed for speaking out 
Remember , T .V. will be around all the you will work with us to better our school against injustice . Can you try to put your-
time . In other words, don't stay in college paper. We welcome your comments and self in these people's place just for minute? 
and "do time" , instead, use your time ideas. We are open to any student who In September 1984 a Colored and an 
wisely. wants to become a member of our staff. Indian chamber was set up which allows 
There is the Michael Stewart case now We hope to hear from you soon. these groups to have a vote for the presi-_____________ ..;.,..;.;,..,;.. ___ ..;.;;.;..;...;.;.;,;;..;.;.;.;.;,;.;;..;;.;;~;.;;.;;.;.. ____ dent , but the white chamber with the most 
Get Involved 
members still chose the leader. The South 
African government made it clear that 
their constitutional "reforms" would not 
result in any form of black participation 
in the government. President Botha even 
ruled out the idea of a fourth house being 
set up for blacks. 
On campus there are various facilities 
to help the incoming students make their 
stay at BCC more pleasant. 
Tutoring is available either through the 
department or the office of special prog-
rams in Sage Hall . There are films, sound 
recordings , and film strips which help to 
aid the students in their studies. 
The computer room is on the second 
floor of Sage Hall. There are always 
people on hand to help you out. 
The library, which is on the lower level 
of Tech Two has reference materials and 
textbooks that are used in class. There is 
no reason for not getting your assignments 
done . 
If you are having problems and seem 
to be getting the run around, there is some-
one who might be able to help out. She 
is Dr. J. Juechter, the Ombudsperson here 
on campus. She is located in Loew Hall 
room 307. Her office hours are on Tues-
days I - 4 and Thursdays 2 - 5 . She will 
investigate the situation and try to resolve 
the matter for you. 
There are many clubs on campus, and 
many of them meet on Thursdays between 
12:00 and 2:00p.m. There should be one 
that interests you. So try to join up and 
get involved. Come to the student 
acvtivities Office (GSC-309) for more in-
formation . 
So many thinbgs are happening on cam-
pus. We' should try not to bury our heads 
in the sand, but participate in what is open 
to us. Who knows, it might just help us 
in the long run. 
However , Foreign Minister Pik Botha 
(no relation to the president) defined what 
progress for Blacks means in South Af-
rica. He stated, ' 'Blacks have made signif-
icant constitutional progress; four nations 
have been opted for sovereign indepen-
. dence while others have advanced self-
government." The leaders of these "inde-
pendent" homelands are considered pup-
------------------ pets of Botha's government. Despite the nature of South Africa's in-
One To Tliink On 
Intelligence is seen by some 
psychologists as the ability, by others as 
a collection of specific abilities. "The 
mental adjustment to new cir-
cumstances.'' , ''A central neutral pro-
cess", "the ability to engage .in think-
ing," or merely "that set of behaviors 
which is measured by intelligence tests." 
tentions, Reagan's administration has 
been welcoming the change as a step in 
the right direction. I wonder why this ad-
ministration seems to be so dedicated to 
human rights in Poland, Central America, 
etc ., but just overlooks what is happening 
to Black Africans in South Africa? Is it 
because America had some of the same 
laws as South Africa? In 1860 free slaves 
in the south had to carry passes, or certifi-
cates of freedom. Blacks were not allowed 
TOUGH PROBLEM? NEED HELP? 
SEE THE 
OMBUDSPERSON • • • 
to hold meetings where there would be 
· more than five present. They were not 
permitted to own firearms, so it was dif-
ficult to protect themselves against crimi-
nal whites, who would kidnap them to sell 
them. Blacks in the north had less curbs 
on their lives , but it was enough to make 
many blacks feel it was a disgrace to have 
colored skin. 
Some of the rulers of present day 
America seem to be "greatgrands" of the 
ones who went to the great beyond. I 
strongly t>elieve that people like Falwell 
and Reagan are products of "recessive 
genes" . 
In South Africa , a state of emergency 
was called after a sucessful one week 
boycott of white owned and operated 
shops in t,!Je Eastern Cape . The boycott is 
almost 100% effective . (Just as the two 
day work stoppage last November) and 
has confronted the racist system with the 
true rage of Black masses living under 
Apartheid. The A .N.C. (The African Na-
tional Congress, one of the oldest and most 
active black anti-apartheid groups.) had 
this to say about the state of emergency , 
" it is an open admission that racists rulers 
are losing control and are no longer able 
to rule the old way. This struggle will also 
spread to the white areas regardless of the 
efforts by the enemy to keep it only in 
white townships . The reality of our 
situaton is that the masses of our people 
are no longer prepared to be governed by 
racist whites ." 
I agree with Allen Boesak (Spokesman 
for the United Democratic Front, a multi-
racial anti-apartheid group) when he said, 
" Apartheid can never be modified , can't 
be streamlined nor reformed . It can only 
be totally irrevocably eradicated and that's 
what we have to work for ." 
Mr. Reagan analyzes the problem this 
way: "There is an element who do not 
want a peaceful settlement with Apar-
theid." How can one talk peace with a 
government that orders the police and sol-
diers to shoot and kill people whose only 
weapons are sticks and stones?" We 
should all support an armed struggle the 
A.N.C. is trying to build up. 
I must reiterate Apartheid won ' t be sol-
ved through peaceful means because 
Botha said "if blacks get the right to vote, 
the white will lose their power. " In fact, 
no one ever gives up power; it has to be 
taken. Unfortunately, the only solution is 
a bloody revolution . 
Dr. J. Juechter Or By Appointment 
LOEW HALL 307 
HOURS: 
Tuesday 2:00 - 4:00 PM 
Thursday 2:00 - 5:00 PM 
CALL 220-6437 
The Ombudsperson is the Student Advocate, 
elected by the College Senate to investigate stu-
dent complaints which cannot be resolved 
through regular channels. 
Dr. J. Can help 
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Child Development Center 
Sponsors School Age Program 
The Bronx Community College Child Development Center announces it 's sponsor-
ship of the School Age Program (SA P). 
BCC Child Development Center's emphasis on child development is an outgrowth 
of the students ' desire to give their children the stimulation of a learning environment 
similar to their own at the college. The professional staff more than meets the require-
ments of the Department of Health , Division of Day Care. The center is committed 
to helping parents learn more about the process of their children 's growth, their roles 
as parents , and ways of handling difficult problems in these critical areas. Student 
aids from Bronx Community College, some of whom plan careers in child care, 
nursing , etc., further enhance the Center's development program. Student/parents can 
pursue their educational goals secure in the knowledge that their children are receiving 
the kind of care which addresses their social/emotional, physical and cogntive needs. 
This coming year, the board of directors of the Bronx Community College Child 
Development Center has assumed responsibility for an additional service designed to 
meet the needs of students whose children are between 6 to 12 years of age. This 
program will operate from 2 p.m. to 9 p .m. daily, Monday through Thursday and all 
day on Saturday . It will provide a rich learning environment. including supervised 
ac tivities in arts and crafts , outdoor sports , storyte lling , dance , music, etc., as well 
as quiet time for homework reading , and table games. For chi ldren who experience 
school as too much supervision, there will be ample time for hanging out. 
Snacks and dinner will be provided enhanced by a grant from the United States 
Department of Agriculture. 
For further information regarding the Bronx Community College Child Development 
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On September 19, 1985 a power-
fu l earthquake struck central and 
Southwestern Mexico. Parts of 
Mexico City and three coastal 
states were devastated. 
Unofficial estimates of the death 
toll range from 250 to several 
thousand. As of September 20th re-
ports on the total people injured and 
dead are sketchy because of the dis-
ruption of communications in the 
affected areas. Many outlying areas 
are completely cut off. All of the 
hospitals have been put on a state 
of alert to take care of the in jured. 
The epicenter of the earthquake 
was about 230 miles Southwest of 
Mexico City. Those areas hardest 
hit were the states of Jalisco, Guer-
rero and Michoad.n . 
USAID TERMINATES AID TO GUYANA 
-Financially hard-pressed Guyana will no 
longer receive aid from the United States 
Agency for International Development 
(USAID). The offices here were closed on 
June 30, said a spokesman for the Amer'can 
Embassy in Georgetown recently. 
The closure of the offices was the result of 
the Guyana government defaulting on it's pay· 
ments of prindpal and interest to USAID since 
March, 1982. The U.S. will make no further 
loans or provide any further assistance under 
US Legislation, the spokesman explained. 
The spokesman said for 30 years the US has 
provided about $ 1 50 million (US) to assist this 
country. 
Guyana had been meeting its debt pay-
ments until 1982, but the United States has 
not initiated any new developmental program 
or funds to Guyana since March 1982. 
IMMIGRATION 
Senate Votes Bill 
Designed to Curb 
Illegal Migrants 
On September I 9th the Senate 
passed a comprehensive bill in-
tended to curtail illega l immigra-
tion into the U.S. The bill would 
prohibit employers from hiring il-
legal aliens, provide more money 
for enforcement of immigration 
laws and offer legal status to illegal 
aliens who entered the U.S . before 
January I , 1985, and have lived 
here continuously since that time. 
The measure now goes to the 
house, which passed a similar bill 
last year. That bill died when Se-
nate-House negotiators failed tore-
solve differences between the two 
versions. 
N.F . 
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Do you think President Reagan's 
Proposed Sanctions will have By · Walter Hunte 
effect on Botha's Re e? 
Victor J . Camilo 
It's good, I think it' s good .. ! don't know 
if it ' s going to work , but I think it's the 
best he could do right now. 
Cheryl-Ann Bobcombe 
Personally, I feel that his sanctions won't 
do much. He pushes his ideas but doesn't 
mean what he is saying. I also think that 
~eagan is prejudiced . . . his sanctions 
won't really go anywhere. 
South African Black 
Is Wounded in Joke 
JOHANNESBURG, AIJ8. 12 (Reu-
tera)- A l~year-old white South Af-
rican was fined $200 today after she 
told a court she shot a black maid In a 
joke. 
1be maid, who spent four days ln. 
the hospital after the sbootlng, told 
the court that a shot J'1lll8 out as she 
fled after the defendant, AnDa Wil-
lemse, pointed the gun at her. 
Miss WUlemse, who was found 
guilty of assault with Intent to do 
grievous bodtly barm, said sbe was 
just joking aDd the weapon went off 
. acdd~~~tt4al!Y-
Lourdes Montalva 
Yes, because the American people are put-
ting pressure on Mr. Reagan to break ties 
with the Botha South African Govern-
ment. 
Not really, no. He could try, maybe it 
would have some effect but I don't think 
it will have any overall effect. That coun-
try will not make any drastic changes. 
Gregory J. Perry 
I think that it will have some type of an 
effect because any type of sanction wi II 
have an effect on them. 
\Yill it have a d~vasting effect? . . No 
.Will it be enough to Botha to change. the 
government . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . No 
.. . I think they are helping each other. 
WANTED 
Track & ·Field 
Athletes· 
• EXPERIENCED OR NOT 
• MALE & FEMALE 
• COMPETE IN NATIONAL CHAM-
PIONSHIPS 
• TRAVEL 
• QUALITY COACHING 
/TIS UP TO YOU TO TAKE THE STEP! 
JOIN THE BCC VARSITY TRACK TEAM 
MEET WITH US ON THURSDAY'S 12- 2PM . 
ALUMNI GYMASIUM CONFERENCE ROOM 
OR CONTACT THE HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCA-
TION DEPT. 
YOU HAVE NOTHING -TO LOSE BUT 
GAIN" 
"FAME TO 
' 
